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° j THE PRESENT CRISIS 
; Arthur Cleveland Coxe 
We are living, we are dwelling, in a grand ¥ 
)) and awful time; 
‘ In an age on ages telling to be living is sublime i > 
I ‘ Hark! the waking up of nations; Gog and 
% 5 Magog to the fray. & 
Hark! what soundeth? ’Tis creation groaning 
for its latter day. 
‘ Will ye play, then, will ye dally, with your bs 
i music and your wine? 
3 & Cains Up! it is Jehovah’s rally; God’s own arm 
Mi hath need of thine; 
f) Hark! the onset! will ye fold your faithclad 
C we arms in lazy lock? ; 
5 : Up! Oh up, thou drowsy soldier! Worlds are y 
. charging to the shock. 
7 s a Worlds are charging—heaven beholding; thou 
} hast but an hour to fight; 
Now the blazoned cross unfolding, on, right 





/ onward for the right! 

Ww On! let all the soul within you for the truth’s 
sake go abroad! 

Strike! let every nerve and sinew tell on ages; | 





tell for God! 





—Poems With Power. f 
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| 7 f “The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and 
i § Vol.37,No.18 | }] delivereth ...,” Psa. 34:17. 
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NOTICES... 


Oklahoma Camp Meeting and 
Conference 

Oklahoma camp meeting and state 
convention will convene July 19-28 at 
the Church of God state campground, 
516 E. Independence Ave., Shawnee, 
Okla. The day services of the 26th, 
27th and 28th will be dedicated to the 
state convention with the evening 
services evangelistic. 

The principle speakers will be the 
Oklahoma ministers and visiting min- 
isters from other states. Your prayers 
and presence are needed to make this 
meeting a great success.—L. L. Hughes, 
overseer of Oklahoma. 


THE CHURCH OF GOD ON 
THE AIR 
“Precious Moments” over station 
WEGO, Concord, N. C., 1410 Kc., each 
Sunday morning at 8:00 o’clock; 
Wednesday morning at 9:15, D. H. 
Delk, pastor. 





Nebraska camp meeting and con- 
vention will convene at the Burt 
Street Church in Omaha, Nebr., July 
1-7. 

This will be a great feast of spirit- 
ual blessings. To our friends every- 
where, we extend a welcome.—W. E. 
Dowdy, overseer of Nebraska. 


Anyone desiring anointed handker- 
chiefs and full-gospel tracts, write to 
Mrs. R. C. Smith, Rt. 1, Dacula, Ga.-— 
Miss Fowler, co-worker. 


Dear Evangel Readers, please send 
us old Evangels, Lighted Pathways 
and tracts. We have just opened a 
mission for the Church of God here 
at Las Cruces, N. Mex. We will pay 
postage. Also, we need some song 
books. Pray much for the work here.— 
Emitt Daniel, Gen. Del., Las Cruces, 
N. Mex. 


I am able to be back on the field 
after suffering the effects of a car 
wreck for several months. I will en- 
deavor to answer all mail sent to 
my box now. 

Quite a few boys have come to this 
large city and never found us, but 
parents, please let me have their ad- 
dresses. I will endeavor to find them. 
—R. O. Woodruff, district pastor, 110 
Kain St., San Antonio, Tex. 


I am now open for calls for re- 
vivals. You may write me: Austin 
Skinner, Rt. 1, clo S. S. Baker, Plum- 
erville, Ark. 
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DEAE HS 


EVERLY 


Rev. Charles Willard Everly was 
born August 25, 1878, and departed 
this life May 16, 1946; age sixty-seven 
years, nine months, and fourteen days. 

He was united in marriage to Leona 
Miller in the year of 1900. To this 
union were born nine children, four 
having preceded him in death. 

He professed hope in Christ about 
forty years ago, was saved, sanctified 
and filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
was a minister in the Church of God 
for twenty-seven years. He was a 
loyal and faithful member and min- 
ister until death. 

He leaves twelve grandchildren, one 
brother, four sisters and a host of 
friends to mourn his passing. Funeral 
services were conducted by the pastor. 
—Pastor, Sam Halcomb, Middlesboro, 
Ky. 





WHITEHAIR 


In loving remembrance of Sister 
Mary Whitehair who quietly passed 
away to be with Jesus April 30, 1946; 
age sixty-three years, four months, 
and twenty-four days. She was a 
faithful member of the Church of God. 
—Velma M. Varner, clerk, Box 465, 
Davis, W. Va. 


BISHOP 
Our darling son, Gene Verdray 
Bishop, departed this life to be with 
Jesus April 2, 1946; age thirteen years, 





six months, and eighteen days. He 
trusted the Lord to heal him until the 
last. He was a twin. 

We covet the prayers of those in- 


heart-rending trial—His parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. James Bishop, Rt. 2, 
Brodhead, Ky. 
SIMONS 
Brother Russell Franklin Simons was 
born on July 28, 1915, and died at 
the age of thirty on March 24, 1946, at 
his home on Milbury route, Toledo, 
Ohio. He was a faithful member of 
the Church of God, and served as clerk 
of the church for three years.—C. G. 
Carder, pastor. 
STEHLY 
Oliver S. Stehly, a faithful —_ 
ber of the Church of God at F 
Wayne, Ind., passed away to be with 
Jesus February 27, 1946; age seventy- 
four years.—Mrs. W. W. Wilson, clerk, 
Fort Wayne, Ind 
BURDEN 
Sister Mattie Stratton Burden, a 
faithful member of the Church of God 
for twenty-eight years, was born De- 
cember 26, 1890, and departed this life 
June 5, 1946, to be with Jesus.—Mrs. 
Richard Barnes, clerk, Barberton, 
Ohio. 


terested that we might overcome this @ 


WILLIAMS 
On May 18, 1946, the death angel 
claimed our little baby to be with Je- 
sus.—Mr. and Mrs. Ennis Williams, 
Leakesville, Miss. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Bible Training School and College, Sevierville, Tennessee, @ 
resume work September 3, 1946, under the leadership of E. L. Simmofts, 
President. We look forward to the greatest year in the history of the School. 


Although the new dormitory for girls has been completed, there 
will be limited accommodations; therefore, it is necessary to get your ap- 
plication into the office as quickly as possible. 


The School not only provides an accredited scholastic training, but 
provides spiritual environment and spiritual training through the year. 
The faculty is ready to give individual instructions to those who need it. 
They feel a special interest in each student, desiring that each go away 
from the School more fully developed mentally and spiritually. 


In 1945-1946 term, there was a total enrollment of 661 students. 
The improvements made in the Academy, Department of Religious Edu- 
cation and College should greatly increase this number this term. 
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Liberty Wherewith Christ Has Made Us Free 


“Daddy,” said a little boy, “why do 
people put out flags and shoot fire- 
crackers on the Fourth of July?” 

“It’s a great story, my boy,” an- 
swered his father. “One time America 
was not free like it is today, but 
there came a day when our forefath- 
ers threw off the yoke of foreign 
bondage and became free and in- 
dependent. That day was July 4, 1776. 
We call it ‘Independence Day.’ It 
was a great day in our history, one 
which neither we nor the future gen- 
erations should ever forget. So it be- 

me a national holiday, and on that 

y we celebrate by unfurling Old 
Glory to the breezes, shooting fire- 
works, and making it a day of festivi- 
ty.” Yes, it is a great story, for, that 
day, the cause of liberty received a new 
birth and the name of the fair land 
in which it was born became the sym- 
bol of liberty to all the world— 
‘America, the land of the free!’” 

What nobler thought ever inspired 
men than that of freedom—freedom 
of religion, freedom of speech, free- 
dom from fear, freedom from want! 
For it, men have lived and yearned 
and labored and fought and died! 
They have died cheerfully, believing 
they were bequeathing a heritage to 
mankind that was well worth the 
struggle and bloodshed. Great indeed 
is our debt to the valiant heroes of 
the Revolution and to those of suc- 
ceeding wars who have given their 
lives in unstinted sacrifice on the altar 
of Freedom! Long live their cause 
and from “every mountainside,” 
throughout our land, “let freedom 

yg!” 

God gave America to men because 
they sought a place where they might 
be free to worship Him. It is a 
gracious privilege to live in such a 
land. Yet, of the millions of America, 
few are free indeed. Men and women 
are not free because they live in a 
good land, for the powers which en- 
slave men most are not political, but 
spiritual. Genuine freedom is not a 
matter of the state, but of the heart. 
It is not chains and prisons that bind 
men most; it is the power of sin. 
“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his serv- 
ants ye are to whom ye obey; whether 
of sin unto death, or of obedience un- 


> e to righteousness?” Rom. 6:16. Many 
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who have deemed themselves free men 
have awakened to find themselves vic- 
tims of veriest servitude, while many a 
saint in a prison cell has written elo- 
quently of a freedom which confound- 
ed their persecutors, and have proved 
the validity of their claims by living 
victoriously in scorn of circumstances 
and prison walls. 

The bondage of sin is universal. Sin 
is universal. It is no respecter of per- 
sons. None have escaped it. It enslaves 
the old and the young, the small 
and the great, the rich and the poor, 
the king in his palace and the pauper 
in his hovel. Sin caused a host of 
angels to lose their first estate and 
left them in eternal bondage and 
hopeless despair. It drove Adam and 
Eve out of Eden and reduced them 
and their unborn posterity to hopeless 
thraldom. The power of sin is such 
that it conquered the mighty Samson, 
overthrew the valiant David, and laid 
low the wise Solomon. Not content 
to hold its victims as thankless vas- 
sals in life, the reward for a life of 
sin is death. The sin-slave is a con- 
vict, condemned to die. What hope 
could there be for a world of sinners, 
for “all have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God.” 

Slaves under the law were redeem- 
able. One could redeem himself if he 
were able, but none of us were able. 
Or, a near kinsman could redeem one 
if he were able and willing to do so. 
That redemption had to be effected 
by paying the just demand in full. 
But who of the sons of man could 
meet the demands of justice and re- 
deem himself or a brother? Not one! 
“None of them can redeem his broth- 
er,” Psa. 49:6. 

But the law provided the goel- 
redeemer for the poor Israelite. He 
had to be a near kinsman. And God 
provided His Son, who became the 
“Son of Man,” a near kinsman of 
every man, in order that He might ob- 
tain redemption and freedom for us. 
The goel-redeemer had to be able to 
redeem, and Jesus Christ was able 
because He was the sinless One. 
“Whom God hath set forth to be a 


propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God,” 
Rom. 3:25. “He is able to save them 
to the uttermost,” Heb. 7:25. 


The goel-redeemer also had to be 
willing to redeem, and Jesus Christ 
was willing. “Sacrifice and offering 
and burnt offerings and offering for sin 
thou wouldest not, neither hadst 
pleasure therein. . . Then said he, Lo, 
I come to do thy will, O God,” Heb. 
10:8,9. Not only was He willing, but 
He paid the supreme price in His body 
on a tree. Awful cost! “Ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things as 
Silver and gold ... but with the pre- 
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot,” 
1 Peter 1:18, 19. 

Does anyone inquire why Christians 
are happy? why they are given to 
ecstatic outbursts of joy? why they 
engage in seasons of hilarious rejoic- 
ing? There is a reason! “The Son” 
hath made them free! They do not 
celebrate the event of their liberation 
on only one day a year, but the Chris- 
tian’s liberty in Christ is cause for 
perennial celebration and rejoicing 
evermore. 

Many a Slave, after the Civil War, 
served the old master for years, igno- 
rant of the freedom that had been 
purchased for him at so great a sac- 
rifice. No slave with any appreciation 
of freedom would have remained in 
Slavery if he had heard and believed 
the story of the emancipation. Igno- 
rance of the truth kept them in bond- 
age. In like manner today, ignorance 
of the truth keeps many would-be-free 
men in bondage. “Ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you 
free,” John 8:32. The tragedy of our 
modern age is that it has not entered 
upon the purchased freedom of the 
Son of God. Those who are in bond- 
age to sin and sin’s habits are invited 
to believe the story of redemption 
through Christ and enter the liberty 
of the children of God. 





In the good old summer time, an 
hour spent in church will provide a 
thrill as well as strolling down the 
shady lane. Try it! 





Anyone can hate. It costs to love. 
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True or False 

There are those teachers, prominent, 
yes, and wise apparently; but who for 
some reason or other either don’t 
know, or otherwise don’t care, to let 
the truth of God’s Word prevail. The 
question was asked, “Why do we not 
have the gift of tongues today?” A 
prominent teacher has answered, “Be- 
cause it has pleased the Lord to with- 
draw it.” There is absolutely no truth 
to such a charge. God has done noth- 
ing of the kind. 

ae. 
The Answer 

Speaking of the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, God said, “The promise is un- 
to you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call,” Acts 2:39. 
Where the baptism of the Spirit is re- 
ceived, we only know this experience 
by its manifestation being comparable 
to such manifestations as were present 
where it was expressly stated that 
persons had received the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost. Speaking with 
tongues as the Spirit gave utterance 
was the initial evidence of the Holy 
Ghost on the day of Pentecost. It was 
also the evidence that the household 
of Cornelius had received the Holy 
Ghost. Acts 10:46. The same sign was 
given in Acts 19:6, as an evidence that 
the disciples had received the Holy 
Ghost. 

_— 
Charging God Falsely 

To charge God with withdrawing 
these sign gifts, which accompanied 
the outpouring of the Holy Ghost is 
gross and deceptive. If God prom- 
ised such an experience to all, as is 
clear; God could not then withdraw 
such an experience or gift without be- 
ing untrue to His promise. “God, that 
cannot lie, promised,” Titus 1:2. 
Therefore, it remains that where the 
Pentecostal baptism of the Spirit is 
lacking, it is not that God has with- 
drawn this experience or the evidence 
of this experience. The cause is plain 
and simple. Teachers have either 
apostatized from the truth of God’s 
Word, and either no longer believe it, 
and as a result do not teach such an 
experience; or, otherwise, they have 
not obeyed the injunction of our Lord 
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wherein He commanded to “tarry un- 
til.” Luke 24:49. 
iin. 
Unchangeable Priesthood 
Christ had an unchangeable priest- 
hood, therefore, in His function as 
High Priest over the house of God, to 
fulfill God’s promise made in Acts 2: 
39, Christ must continue to “pray the 
Father—to give you another Com- 
forter” John 14:16; He must not only 
pray the Father, but He must continue 
to pour out the Holy Ghost: it was 
directly chargeable unto Christ, as 
Head of the Church and as High 
Priest over the House of God, who 
hath an unchangeable priesthood; 
that, “He hath shed forth this which 
ye now see and hear,” Acts 2:33. God 
hath withdrawn nothing. “All things 
are yours” today as much as they be- 
longed to the apostolic age if His serv- 
ants believe, preach, and practice the 
Word. God purposed to baptize the 
entire Church with the Holy Ghost. 
God also set in the Church “tongues” 
as a result of receiving the baptism 
of the Spirit, and as a means of edi- 
fication. 1 Cor. 12:28; 14:4-13. 
= 
Wrong Again 
Then there is that class of preach- 
ers and writers wao claim that the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost is received 
simultaneously with regeneration. The 
Bible plainly and positively refutes 
such claims, and despite the fineness 
of Christian profession such writ- 
ers or ministers may have, the Word 
of God brands them, in the face of 
the truth, as being “false teachers.” 
The Bible is still the Word of God. It 
is still the final word of authority, 
relative to what God has said. 
ei, 
Comparison 
Some preachers and writers claim 
that John 3:3-8 implies that when 
we are born of the Spirit we are at the 
same time baptized with the Spirit. 
There is, however, nothing in these 
verses that signifies that this is true. 
What is implied in these verses is that 
it is necessary to be born of the Spirit 
before a man can see the kingdom of 
God, or before he can enter the 
kingdom of heaven. What all that 


birth includes our Lord does not tell 
us here. 
= os 
1 Cor. 12:13 
In this passage, these same teachers 
and writers contend that all men- 
tioned as being by “one Spirit bap- 
tized into one body” have received 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost. This 
passage does not refer to those who 
have been baptized with the Holy 
Ghost at all; rather, it refers to those 
who at one time stood outside of 
Christ among the world; have by 
the Holy Ghost been now brought 
together into one body, called the body 
of Christ. The apostle is not here talk- 
ing about parties receiving the Holy 
Ghost, but about how they all were 
made members of the same body in 
Christ; that is, by the Holy Spirit. 
ae 
Eph. 1:13; 4:30 
These verses are used by some who 
aver that they prove that when one 
is regenerated, or converted, he is 
sealed with the Holy Spirit. Notice that 
in each instance, these believers were 
sealed. Sealing denotes a finished 
transaction. Those who are merely 
converted to Christ but who have not 
been baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
according to Acts 2:4; 10:44-46; 19:6, 
where it is clear that such spake with 
tongues as an evidence as having re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost; could hardly 
qualify as having a “finished” experi- 
ence. 
— = 
A Difficulty 
Then, too, a difficulty arises as to 
whether those persons are qualified 
as believers, to the extent our Lord 
(Continued on page 14) 
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Hindrances to the Mission Work 


Wanted—Brothers 

The White Man’s Club in Bombay 
(to which virtually every American 
businessman in the city belongs) has 
a sign over the door: “No Indians 
Admitted Here.” That, in the land of 
the Indians’ home! The least that can 
be said is that it doesn’t show a feel- 
ing of brotherliness. 

At the Madras conference in 1939, 
of a large number of churches, the 
Indians requested that they be per- 

itted to meet by themselves the first 

y. The second day they invited 
white missionaries in and made this 
petition: “Could the missionary of 
the future be a colleague instead of 
a boss?” 

Mohandas Ghandi said to Miss Ruth 
Seabury, “I would like to see every 
Britisher in India get on a boat and 
sail away. I would go down to the dock 
to see them off, and just as they were 
leaving, I would say, ‘Come back 
again sometime—if you will come as 
brothers instead of bosses.’ ” 


A public official in British Hon- 
duras said to Miss Seabury concern- 
ing the attitudes of various whites in 
his country, “Some are like grand- 
fathers, advising us about everything; 
some are like fathers, commanding us 
to do things; and some are like broth- 
ers, helping us. We need more broth- 
ers.” 

The Greatest Obstacle 

What do you consider to be the 
greatest hindrance to the spread of 
the gospel in foreign countries?” I 
asked Miss Seabury. Her immediate 
answer was, “The American Church.” 
She later said that she had used that 
answer partly because it was such a 
convenient opportunity for a contrast. 
But her meaning deserves a little 
thought. 

Let’s think in terms of Mexico, for 
example. The average Mexican under- 
stands that the U. S. is the leading 
Christian nation of the world. We 
point to a church membership of 
more than fifty per cent of the popu- 
lation, if I remember correctly. We 
send out more missionaries than any 
other country, the implication being 
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that we consider our religious institu- 
tions better than theirs and worthy of 
being copied. In politics, we have, 
generally speaking, come to be re- 
garded as the champions of small and 
oppressed peoples, and our relatively 
fair and generous international fi- 
nancial dealings have inspired a con- 
fidence in the U. S. not shared by any 
other country; for instance, I am told 
that the only unit of currency that 
is accepted without question in any 
country in the world is the American 
dollar. So, whether rightly or wrongly, 
we have an exalted reputation to live 
up to. 

So then, what kind of Americans 
(North Americans, to him) does the 
average Mexican see? (1) Tourists; 
(2) businessmen. It is from the tour- 
ists that many get the idea that all 
Americans (which I shall hereafter 
use in the U.S. sense) are rich fools— 
and the idea didn’t spring from no- 
where. The person who goes abroad 
as a tourist usually either habitually 
has money to waste or has saved up 
enough for his vacation that he is 
willing to spend it a little extrava- 
gantly. Also, many tourists go to Mex- 
ico because they can get away with 
immorality and revelling down there 
that they wouldn’t feel at ease about 
at home. As for businessmen, suffice 
it that doubtless a majority of those 
who have gone to Latin America have 
had an exclusive, superior attitude 
toward the nationals and have 
aroused considerable resentment by 
exploiting the foreign labor and re- 
sources. Besides these two classes, 
small groups of Mexicans have been 
in contact with such Americans as 
technical representatives, mission- 


aries, and students. Sorry to say, not 
even all evangelical missionaries have 
had a uniformly proud record, some 
quarreling among themselves and 
some have brought various other dis- 
graces on mission work. 

There you have a cross section of 
the U. S. that most Mexicans have to 
judge the whole nation by. They know 
nothing of vast numbers of “solid citi- 
zens” from countless clean, happy, 
quiet, Christian homes. Add to the 
visitors the films giving the distorted 
Hollywood version, and the news- 
papers which thrive by reporting on 
the spectacular and conflicting, and 
you can imagine what kind of a pic- 
ture the Mexican must have of “Chris- 
tian America.” 

To cap it off, missionaries are sent 
out from, let’s say, the Formalist 
Church; their missionaries being nor- 
mally the best and most zealous 
Christian representatives of the 
church, who go to Mexico preaching 
definite repentance, conversion, and 
clean, holy living. But then, lo and be- 
hold, a Mexican happens to come to 
the U. S. and visits in one of the For- 
malist churches. He is shocked and 
disillusioned to discover that many 
of the members don’t know whether 
or not they are saved, may be living 
in known sin and have filthy vices, 
exercise frank racial discrimination 
and make no apology for it, display 
unbridled selfishness in business deal- 
ings, etc..—and still be in good stand- 
ing. Thus that inconsistency is the 
great stumbling block. 

What has been said above can be 
fairly well applied in some degree to 
nearly every country where the U. S. 
sends missionaries. It must directly 
affect the Church of God missionaries 
when they go to different countries, 
because they have this accumu.ated 
skepticism and disillusionment to ov- 
ercome before they can accompiish 
anything. And let us mark well an- 
other lesson of this discussion: We 
must contend with eternal vigilance 
lest the Church of God ever become 
like the Formalist Church, having a 
higher standard in our missionary 
fields than in the U. S. If we never 
compromise with known and wilful 
sin among our members, we shall be 
safe from the charge of being a party 
to the Greatest Obstacle. 
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Religion in these United States ¢ 


INTRODUCTION: The future of our 
nation is plainly forecast by a decline 
in church and Sunday School attend- 
ance. Unless we can succeed in reviv- 
ing interest in the work of the house 
of God, despite boasted and increased 
membership on church records, a de- 
crease in attendance indicates that 
such membership is not an active 
form of militant and progressive 
Christianity. 


TEXT: “Ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free,” 
John 8:32. 

We have, as citizens of the great 
commonwealth of these United States, 


prized very highly our religious in- ° 


heritance and privileges. However, our 
Safety of spiritual possession and at- 
tainments necessitates that if mem- 
bership and church affiliation is actu- 
ally to benefit us, we must make such 
relationships a spiritual reality. To 
do this we must not only have a 
church membership but we must have, 
above all else, an experience with 
Christ in free pardon of our sins; and 
may I say that it is not enough to 
have even this knowledge; we must 
have in our possession a purified 
soul and an infilling of the Holy 
Spirit, to actualize our freedom of 
sonship with Christ. Therefore, if our 
future in God is to be safe, we must 
know the truth; we must also seek to 
perpetuate this truth for our children 
and for our neighbors and their chil- 
dren. Freedom by state or federal 
statue is limited, in that it does not 
supply freedom of a clean and spirit- 
ual conscience. Only the truth can do 
that. We must, therefore, not only 
hear and believe the truth of the gos- 
pel; we must also seek the enthrone- 
ment of that truth, both in church 
and state. 


DARKNESS AHEAD 

A decline in active membership in 
church and Sunday School indicates 
that darkness is settling not only up- 
on the horizon of our nation, but 
within the hearts of mankind. So 
much has been said about “child de- 
linquency”; little, however, has been 
said about the causes or reasons for 
such a delinquency. The cause is ob- 
viously that of neglect by parents in 
caring for and in training their chil- 
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dren in the truth about Christ and 
His offered mercy. There would not 
have been a decline in Sunday School 
attendance involving our children un- 
less there had been first a decline in 
church attendance by our parents. 
The one grew out of the other. We 
will have better children only when 
we have better parents. As a result 
of this spiritual decline, for which 
parents are first responsible, the 
whole fabric of society is involved and 
the entire citizenship of our nation 
jeopardized. Darkness and chaos con- 
front us, unless through the prog- 
ress of the church and the truth, our 
nation can be reformed. Our wealth 
cannot save us, and judging from the 
confusion arising between capital and 
labor, coupled with other sinister 
political problems and enigma, our 
armies cannot save us. 
LOYALTY NEEDED 

A report states that Europe is now 
25 per cent communistic, and in sev- 
eral nations the rate is far higher. 
In the United States, we have also 
an increase in Communism. It must 
be remembered that Communism is 
anti-Christian. Our American citizen- 
ship is aware of the fact that it was 
our rock-bedded religious convictions 
and background that made this a 
free and a great nation. Political free- 
dom, along with our religious liberty, 
is threatened by the increase of poli- 
cies which are not only anti-Christian 
but actually submissive unto foreign 
dictation and policy. We need to make 
our nation safe to realize the fineness 
of its possibilities; that men and 
women are not merely Christian by 
name, but experimentally Christian 
by practice. Loyalty unto Christ will 
make for loyalty of national interest 
and policy. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL DECLINE 

During the four-year period be- 
tween 1939 and 1943, of all Protestant 
churches, only two showed a gain in 
Sunday School work—the church of 
God and the Nazarenes. 

Of all other churches during 1934- 
1943, only five churches—the South- 


, 


ern Baptist, Church of God, Evangeli- 
cal Reform, Nazarene and Wesleyan 
Methodist—showed an increase in 
Sunday School membership. All 
others showed serious losses: Northern 
Baptist, 14 per cent; Disciples, 12 per 
cent; Episcopal, 19 per cent; Lutheran, 
9 per cent; Methodist, 13 per cent; 
Presbyterian, U.S.A., 19 per cent; 
Congregational, 20 per cent. The 
United Presbyterian Church showed a 
loss of 25,000 out of 150,000, or 16 per 
cent. International Sunday School 
council estimates a loss of 4,000,0 
during the same period. 

During 1934-1943, the Methodist 
church lost 76,000; the Presbyterian, 
U.S.A., 308,000, the United Lutheran, 
76,000; and Northern Baptist, 176,000. 

During 1926-1942, only a few Pro- 
testant churches showed a strong in- 
crease in membership. Where loss in 
Sunday School was heavy, gain in 
church membership was small. Con- 
gregational Churches, during 1934- 
1943, showed a loss in Sunday School 
of 20 per cent, but a gain of member- 
ship of only 5 per cent. Presbyterian, 
U.S.A., showed 4 per cent, and South- 
ern Baptist during 1934-1943 showed 
52 per cent gain in membership. 

In the face of such a decline in 
Sunday School attendance, we find 
the church of tomorrow isolating itself 
from the church. The fact of the 
matter is that unless our nation 
turns not only to church but unto 
God, we face a dreadful future. Our 
nation, which declared its independ- 
ence from Great Britain, has a m 
powerful lesson yet to learn, and 
is, if we are to enjoy religious free- 
dom and liberty, we must declare our 
dependence upon God for an inde- 
pendence from the devastation and 
effects of sin and revelry. No nation 
can continue free unless its efforts 
and practices make for freedom. We, 
apparently, possess freedom of choice 
in politics, and also as to whether we 
will or will not worship God; how- 
ever, if we desire freedom of spirit, 
soul and body, we must find that 
freedom in the truth of the gospel of 
the grace of God alone. The fineness 
of our religious traditions are shaken 
to the very foundations by sin, cor- 
ruption and moral decline. The Amer- 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Tidal-Wave Test and Proving Ground 


& Text: Luke 6:47, 48. 


Reports are still coming in attempt- 
ing to describe the awful devastation 
wrought by the just recent tidal wave 
in the Pacific. Those who lived 
through the distraction it brought, 
alone know the significance of sor- 
row’s aftermath—lives and souls lost 
forever. The consciousness of those 
affected by its terrific turbulence will 
be present with them till judgment. 
We are told by radio and press that 
no building in its beating path, re- 
gardless of its material sturdiness, 


aves. This tidal wave of literal tur- 

ulent force and destruction so clear- 
ly gives us a vision of an unprecedent- 
ed thing, spiritually, of destroying na- 
ture, which is now on its way to bring 
to the whole human family the con- 
founding perplexity, human distrac- 
tion and mental collapse of will to 
resist its eternal perdition. 

Only those who are built on the 
Rock of Ages shall stand unhurt, se- 
cure, defiant, and triumphant. Now to 
our text, Luke 6:47, 48. Jesus saith, 
“Whosoever cometh to me, and hear- 
eth my sayings, and doeth them, I 
will shew you to whom he is like: He 
is like a man which built an house, 
and digged deep, and laid the foun- 
dation on a rock (or another founda- 
tion): and when the flood arose, THE 
STREAM beat VEHEMENTLY upon 
that house, and could not shake it: 
for it WAS founded upon a rock.” 

The contrast is found in the 49th 
verse: “But he that heareth, and 
doeth not, is like a man that without 


@ere:""r the terrific force of the 


rth; against which the stream did 

eat vehemently, and immediately it 
fell; and the ruin of that house was 
great.” This text is equal to any text 
recorded. It is, in fact, a complement 
of that which many texts embody. 

Many sermons have been gathered 
and preached around this text, but we 
have never heard it preached from; 
neither have I ever preached FROM 
it. My own effort has been vain in at- 
tempting to handle its meaning, or 
shall I say its depth of meaning. But 
if you will follow with me, I shall try 
to go to the depths of the text; yea, 
with the light of the Lord we shall 
go down, down to the rock. We shall 
dig deep into its concrete, and there 


Qi scat: built an house upon the 


* assimilate our own foundation with 
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that of “other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ,” 1 Cor. 3:11. Let us deal with 
each phase in substance, as we dig 
down to the ROCK. 

“Whosoever cometh to me.” John 
6:44, 45. Quoting Jesus, “No man can 
come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him... . It is writ- 
ten in the prophets, and they all shall 
be taught of God.” As we see, im- 
mediately, this lesson is almost exclu- 
Sively applicable to “the called of 
God,” even as was Moses and Aaron, 
particularly Aaron, as God’s design 
and purpose described in Heb. 5:1-4. 
But this same spirit and call of God 
is in existence today, and working with 
the hearts of the ministry, who are the 
called. Rom. 8:28. The respective call 
here is to them who are in Christ and 
have been taught of God and called 
to His eternal purpose. John 6:45, “Ev- 
ery man therefore that hath heard, 
and hath learned of the Father, com- 
eth unto me.” This is not the call to 
common salvation, but preferably, 
John 17:17, “And heareth these say- 
ings of mine.” Rev. 2:29, “He that 
hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith.” John 6:63, “It is the 
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh prof- 
iteth nothing: the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life.” - 

Every one with ears, however, does 
not hear in the sense of being called 
of God: Only those who are “the 
called” doth hear. John 14:21. He that 
hath my commandments (or heareth 
them), and keepeth them (doeth 
them), he it is that loveth me; .. . and 
will manifest MYSELF to him (in 
reality—works). Then, with the pres- 
ent consciousness of His presence with 
us, truly we can, as the ministers of 
Christ, comfort ourselves in the face of 
Jesus Christ, and conscientiously com- 
fort them which need comforting by 
the comfort with which we are com- 
forted, thereby eliminating much of 
the sickly grip of our constituency, 
giving them a tighter grip on hope and 
victory, to stand during the present 
evil day and the more stormy days 
ahead. In concord with the meaning 
of our text, we are, as it were, on being 


born into this world of uncertainty, 
dwellers in this life, settlers on an 
ocean’s sandy beach, affronting all the 
waves of destroying nature; sin’s in- 
evitable victim, unless we accept the 
shed blood of Christ. But we are deal- 
ing with Christians. 

Text, Luke 6:47-49. Now, let us watch 
and study these two men, as they 
build. Both are Christians. But, are 
they? It means a continued victory 
when a Christian. But, attempting to 
be a.Christian is altogether a differ- 
ent category of experiencs in defeat 
and apparent victory. The two men 
are builders of houses; in a country 
where storms are almost continuous. 
They are builders of Christian char- 
acteristics, of different understanding, 
knowledge, wisdom, and light. What- 
ever thought here is derived for the 
Christian is also applicable to the 
ministry. “Therefore,” Heb. 6:1, “leav- 
ing the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, let us go on unto perfection.” 
Repentance being the principle of the 
doctrine, and these two men having 
done this principle, they began to dig, 
digging a foundation for a house. Hav- 
ing received the proper permit, they 
began preparations. 

There is a rock under each build- 
er’s site. But it is deep earth to it. Let 
us see about this rock. The builder 
must be conscious of the fact that he 
is not to build till he reaches the rock, 
first having knowledge that there is 
positively a rock underneath his build- 
ing site. He is the ROCK. Deut. 32:3, 
4, “Ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 
He is the Rock.” Meaning, assign big 
jobs to God, abiding in His Word 
(promises) till He fulfills them, that 
He may be glorified. 2 Sam. 22:2, 3, 
“The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, 
and my deliverer; the God of my rock; 
in him will I trust: he is my shield, 
and the horn of my salvation, my high 
tower, and my refuge, my saviour; 
thou savest me from _ violence 
(storms).” 

“Now, the rock foundation has all 
this safety solidarity; but short of the 
rock we do not have these. If we stop 
digging short of the rock, and settle 
our foundation anywhere on the soil, 
earth’s apparent solidness, we will 
find, too late, that our house, our ex- 
perience is weaker than we assumed. 
Psa. 27:5, “In the secret of his taber- 

(Continued on page 11) 
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LOVE and What It Deans 


and my Father will love him, and we * 


Love is one of the most important 
subjects in the Bible and one that 
should be given more consideration in 
these evil days. Love is a feeling of 
affection, or tender regard, a feeling 
of affection inspired by God. Love is 
proof of discipleship. John 13:35, “By 
this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love’ one to 
another,” 1 John 4:7,8. “Beloved, let 
us love one another, for love is of God, 
and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God. He that lov- 
eth not knoweth not God; for God is 
love.” In Matt. 22:37-39, where Jesus 
said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart and with all 
thy soul and with all thy mind.” If 
we love God with all our heart, soul 
and mind, we won’t have time to 
spend in idleness or foolishness. Nei- 
ther will it be hard to pay tithes or to 
take care of the ones who are giving 
their lives and time to carrying the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 


You remember the night when the 
Savior of this earth was born, how 
Joseph sought a place for the child 
Jesus to be born? The answer to 
Joseph was, “No room, no room.” That 
is how this cruel world is today, only 
it is “No time, no time’—no time to 
study God’s Word, no time to pray, no 
time to attend the Lord’s house. The 
cry is, ‘“We’ve got to make a living!” 
(Money crazy!) It’s true that we’ve 
got to make a living, but do you think 
if we give our time for God’s cause He 
will let us starve? He knows what you 
and I are doing, and what we have 
need of. 


We cannot hide from God. Isaiah 
1:19, “If ye be willing and obedient, 
ye shall eat the good of the land.” Oh, 
how we need more love. Matt. 6:33, 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” 
Isaiah 1:20, “But if ye refuse and 
rebel, ye shall be devoured with the 
sword, for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it.” If we love God as we 
are commanded, we not only will be 
willing to suffer persecution for 
holiness, but to give our lives, if need 
be, for we are taught to serve Him 
without fear in holiness and right- 
eousness all the days of our lives. 
(Luke 1:74, 75.) - 

To have more faith we must have 
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more love. Eph. 3:17-19, “That Christ 
may dwell in your hearts by faith; 
that ye, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend 
with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height; 
and to know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge, that ye might be 


filled with all the fullness of God.” 


That is, we must love all Christians 
the world over, if we want the fulness 
of God’s promises. Christ said, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” 
This is a scripture that is misused in 
many cases. According to Luke 10:29- 
37, our neighbor would not necessarily 
be the one living next door but the 
one who would have mercy and help 
another in time of need. Friend, if we 
cannot do that, we are not keeping 
the command of God, for He said, 
“Love one another, as I have loved 


‘ you” (John 15:12); for the lack of love 


our prayers are tossed as the waves 
on the ocean. John 14:14,15, “If ye 
ask anything in my name, I will do it. 
If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments.” What a wonderful promise; 
but there is something for us to do to 
obtain this promise. Let’s search our- 
selves. Something lacking? Let’s take 
the Bible as it is, nothing changed, 
not taken from or added to. Then 
when we pray we can have results. 


For the lack of love we have wars, 
and today we need God more than 
ever. Oh, we say we love God; but how 
much? Not enough to accept sanctifi- 
cation, the Holy Ghost and speaking 
in tongues, as the Scriptures teach. 
1 Cor. 14:18, Paul said, “I thank my 
God I speak with tongues more than 
ye all.” Acts 5:32, “And we are his 
witnesses of these things; and so is 
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given 
to them that obey him.” Acts 2:38, 39. 
John 17:17. 1 Thess. 4:3 says, “For 
this is the will of God, even your sanc- 
tification.” 1 Cor. 14:2, “For he that 
speaketh in an unknown tongue 
speaketh not unto men, but unto God; 
for no man understandeth him; how- 
beit in the spirit he speaketh mys- 
teries.” 

We read in John 14:23,24, where 
Jesus answered and said unto him, “If 
aman love me, he will keep my words; 


will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him. He that loveth me 
not keepeth not my sayings: and the 
word which ye hear is not mine, but 
the Father’s which sent me.” If we 
love God with all our heart, soul, and 
mind, we will do our best to obey Him, 
regardless of what someone else says 
or thinks, for no other than God’s 
plan will take us to heaven. Many will 
say they do not know what is right, 
there are so many “beliefs.” You give 
God your heart, pray and go by the 
Bible, and you'll not go wrong. Rom, 
3:3,4 says, For what if some did n 
believe? Shall their unbelief make th 
faith of God without effect? God for- 
bid: yea, let God be true, but every 
man a liar; as it is written, That thou 
mightest be justified in thy sayings, 
and mightest overcome when thou art 
judged.” We owe Christ a life that 
isn’t all spent for our glory, but we 
must deny ourselves something for 
God’s glory. What are we denying 
ourselves for God? Matt. 16:24 Christ 
said, “If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up h'‘s 
cross, and follow me.” So many are 
trying to justify themselves by doing 
church work on Sunday or being a 
member of some church. That will not 
take us to heaven; we must be born 
again. John 3:3-7. Live holy and 
obedient to God. Luke 1:74,75. Jer. 
11:3. If we will do this, we will not 
want to put all the work on our broth- 
er or sister, neither will we be so 
proud and stuck-up or feel ourselves 
better than others. That is not the 
spirit of Christ, for God has no re; 
spect of persons. If we do, we com 
sin. James 2:9, If we have respect 
persons, we commit sin and are con- 
vinced of the law as transgressors. 
1 John 3:8, “He that committeth sin 
is of the devil; for the devil sinneth 
from the beginning. For this purpose 
the Son of God was manifested, that 
he might destroy the works of the 
devil.” 1 John 4:20, 21, “If a man Say, 
I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar: for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God, whom he hath not seen? 
And this commandment have we from 
him, that he who loveth God, love 
his brother also.” Many argue, fuss 
and find fault with God’s children, 
over this scripture; live like the world 
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and still say they are brothers and 
sisters in Christ, when 1 John 2:15 
says, “Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.” 

Perhaps you wonder who are broth- 
ers and sisters in Christ. The Bible 
teaches, Matt. 12:50, “For whosoever 
Shall do the will of my Father which 
is in heaven, the same is my brother 
and sister, and mother.” To know this 
we will have to find out what the will 
of God is. 1 Tim. 2:8. “I will therefore 
that men pray everywhere, lifting up 
holy hands, without wrath or doubt- 
ing.” We first have to be holy before 
we can lift up holy hands. 

2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men 


, unt slackness; but is longsuffering 


us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.” So, if you or I go 
to hell, it will be our fault. 1 Thess. 
4:3, “For this is the will of God even 
your sanctification, that ye should 
abstain from fornication.” Heb. 2:4, 
“God also bearing them witness, both 
with signs and wonders, and with 
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, according to his own will.” “By 
the which will we are _ sanctified 
through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.” 1 Thess. 
4:7,8, “For God hath not called us 
unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 
He therefore that despiseth, despiseth 
not man, but God, who hath also 
given unto us His Holy Spirit.” Also, 
we want you to notice that this hap- 
pened after the day of Pentecost. 

Acts 19:6,7, “And when Paul had 
laid his hands upon them, the Holy 
Ghost came on them, and they spake 
with tongues, and _ prophesied.” 


ly Ghost, and we that have the 

oly Ghost would examine ourselves, 
and get a refilling, we would have 
more love and power with God. 

Eph. 4:30 says, “Grieve not the holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed 
unto the day of redemption.” You 
know very well God is grieved when 
we fail to live where we can have the 
promise and gifts of God. 

Luke 14:13 gives us a good descrip- 
tion of love: “When thou makest a 
feast, call the poor, the maimed, the 
lame, the blind.” Do we prepare for 
the poorer and give them the same 
welcome that is given the richer? We 
all can do better, can’t we? 1 John 
3:17, “But whoso hath this world’s 


Bsc if more of us would get the 


¢ good, and seeth his brother have need, 
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and shutteth up his bowels of com- 
passion from him, how dwelleth the 
love of God in him?” Remember what 
we do unto a child of God we are do- 
ing it even unto Jesus Christ. 

Matt. 5:40, “And the King shall 
answer and say unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me” 
(Jesus Christ). In Matt. 24:12, where 
Christ was teaching His disciples the 
signs of His coming, He said, “Be- 
cause iniquity shall abound, the love 
of many shall wax cold.” Iniquity 
means to turn from the right, or dis- 
obeying the laws of God, which is for 
the lack of love of God. 

Let us remember who the brethren 


are—the ones who do the will of God. 
Matt. 12:50. Matt. 7:21 says, “Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven.” 
John 9:31, “Now we know that God 
heareth not sinners: but if any man 
be a worshipper of God, and doeth his 
will, him he heareth.” 

Friends, if we worship God and then 
fail to do his will, we shall be disap- 
pointed when we come to the end of 
life’s journey. 

1 John 2:17, “The world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof: but he 
that doeth the will of God, abideth 
forever.” If we love God, we should 
seek to do His will. 








SLEEPING CHRISTIANS 
Lizzie Drymon 

Text: Matthew 26:45. When the dis- 
ciples were asleep, Jesus was in need 
of somebody to be wide awake and 
share His heavy load. When He came 
to His disciples, He said unto them, 
“Sleep on now, and take your rest: 
behold, the hour is at hand, and the 
Son of man is betrayed into the hands 
of sinners.” We feel today that if peo- 
ple were spiritually awake as they 
should be, the enemy would not have 
such a hold on them as he has today. 
We notice in most cases that when the 
enemy gets people to sleep then he 
has got all force to work, for when 
people lose interest in church, in- 
terest in each other, and get where 
they are unconcerned about God’s 
business, then the devil is getting 
them to sleep in an easy chair. 

Notice another verse, Matt. 13:25, 
“But while men slept, his enemy came 
and sowed tares among the wheat, 
and went his way.” The enemy doesn’t 
have to stay to do one a wrong; he can 
just pass by and find one asleep, like 
this one, and go on his way. Today, 
we find so many people who one time 
had a real experience, but they have 
lost the joy. Oh, if people would only 
come back to their first love and share 
each other’s burden, God would pour 
out His Spirit in such a way others 
would be led to church by the power 
of God. But we Christians lose inter- 
est and go to sleep. How do we expect 
to gain people unless we live the life 
before them? 

These few words are scattered but, 
as I felt deeply impressed, I have done 
what I could. I hope we get our spir- 
itual eyes open and work and pray. 
We need to give God our whole life. 
May God bless you is my prayer. 


GIVING 





T. E. HARPER, Leadwood 


“Render therefore to all their dues 
. . . honor to whom honor.” When I 
came to the State of Missouri about 
three and one-half years ago, among 
other good things I noticed was Broth- 
er Harper’s liberality to the Church. 
At that time he was working in a 
grocery store for a small salary, and 
I was made to marvel at the way he 
gave in all offerings. The Lord blessed 
him until he was able to buy the 
store. Now he gives more than ever. 
Last year when Brother Conn, his 
pastor, gave an opportunity for mis- 
sion pledges, Brother Harper stood up 
and pledged $500—and paid it. 
When his birthday came around, in- 
stead of 63c, as the custom is, in the 
offering for the orphanage, he gave 
$63. This year, when it was time to 
pledge again for missions, Brother 
Harper again pledged $500. He said, 

(Continued on page 14) 
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REDORTS... 


From the Field 


SESS O DOS OD OOD OI OOO pO ppt 


PORTLAND, Ore.—We are glad to 
report on the state Sunday School 
and Y.P.E. convention in Portland, 
Oregon. It convened from 7:45 P. M., 
May 10, to noon of the 12th. 

The first service of the convention 
was a get-acquainted service. The 
newcomers were welcomed by the 
local pastor, Brother T. H. Welch, and 
the response was given by the state 
overseer, Rev. C. C. Rains. We were 
introduced to our state Y.P.E. and 
Sunday School superintendent, Miss 
LaVerne Selman. A soul-stirring mes- 
sage to the Christians was delivered 
by Georgina Gentry. 

On Saturday morning, the needs of 
our Sunday School, with viewpoints 
of the pupil, teacher, and pastor, were 
expressed. The afternoon service was 
devoted to the Y.P.E. and children’s 
work, including daily vacation Bible 
school. The Y. P. E. secretaries report- 
ed. In the evening, our local pastor 
spoke on the value of orphanage work, 
and the people responded with a good 
offering. Also, several young people 
spoke. The evening message was 
brought to us by Brother C. C. Rains. 

The Sunday morning service at 
9:45 was carried on in the usual man- 
ner by the local Sunday School su- 
perintendent, Brother A. Connel. Miss 
LaVerne Selman “demonstrated the 
use of the flannel board for children, 
and Brother C. -C.. Rains concluded 
the convention with the morning 
message. We were favored with spe- 
cial singing from both local and visit- 
ing churches. 

There is a thanks in our heart for 
the convention. We derived many 
benefits—Reporter, Betty Carey. 


Thank God for New Church at 
Wichita, Kans. 


WICHITA, Kans.—Thank God for a 
new church in Wichita, Kans., in a 
place where a church was badly need- 
ed, where a great many children live 
and had no place to go to Sunday 
School. 

On October 15, 1945, Rev. Alvin 
Crowe and his wife, trusting in God, 
rented a little two-room house and 
started a Sunday School. The first 
Sunday there were nine when he 
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started to preach. On April 1, Brother 
W. R. Collins came and held us a re- 
vival. Three were saved, one filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and one added 
to the church. Then the church was 
set in order with eleven members, of 
whom six were men. God is surely 
blessing us, praise His holy name! 
Since that time, three have been 
saved and added to the church. We 
are expecting to start another revival 
June 3. We are looking for God to 
bless us in a mighty way. We desire 
the prayers of everyone that our Sun- 
day School will grow. Each one is do- 
ing his part to help build a new 
church. We are all very proud of the 
work that has been done and we are 
praying daily that God will give us 
more souls.—F. C. Lindenmen, Sunday 
School superintendent, 1801 N. Madi- 
son. 


Church at Davis, W. Va., Making 
Progress 

DAVIS, W. Va.—We are glad to re- 
port a very successful work here at 
Davis, W. Va. We truly praise God for 
sending us such a good pastor this 
year, Brother J. M. Kile, and his wife. 
He preaches the old-time gospel with 
power, and his wife is truly a great 
help, too, as she works with the young 
people a lot and helps with each de- 
partment of the church, which we all 
enjoy so very much. 

The church is making good prog- 
ress in each department and is going 
forward. We also have a very nice 
Sunday School and Y.P.E. We have 
our parsonage paid for in full, have 
raised a considerable sum of money 


and are still working. The Lord ; 


for the improvements of the word @ 


truly blessing in a marvelous way. 
also have a mixed orchestra of string 
music. We have good singing and 
music each service and the Lord 
blesses in a wonderful way. 

We hope to get our same pastor 
back another year.—Velma M. Varner, 
clerk. 
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Desire To Work for Jesus 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the 
Lord, I praise the Lord for my life 
and His healing power. 

On February 4, 1946, I was in a car 
wreck. I was broken up and cut so 
badly until I know it is only through 
Jesus that I am still alive. 

They carried me to the hospital and 
left me to die. There wasn’t much 
hope for me at all. Only at times I 
was conscious, for a week. Five of my 
ribs were broken and others bruised 
badly. Besides a bad cut over my left 
eye, my right leg was cut to the bone. 
I almost bled to death before they 
could get me to the hospital. After 
my doctor had done all he could, he 
admitted that it was God that 
brought me through. It is wonderful 
how God helps doctors. The doctor 
made four X-rays to see if my back 
was broken. I couldn’t move myself. 
But, praise the Lord, it wasn’t. 

One day, after Rev. Mortenson, our 
pastor, had been by to pray for me, 
something said to me, “Turn over.” I 
did, and I praise Jesus for it. Friends, 
I praise God for our good pastor. We 
have one of the best preachers in the 
world. He is just what Columbia 
needs. He has been a blessing to me 
and to the church. He is always about 
the Lord’s business. 

My desire is to work for Jesus, and 
pay a tenth of all I make to the Lord. 


I feel a call to go into the highways 
and hedges and bring souls to God. I 
desire the prayers of every one that 
I may do just what God wants me to 
do. 

I know that God brought me 
out of death’s valley, and I am wait- 
ing on Him for strength to do His will. 

Encouraging letters will be appre- 
ciated. Pray for me.—Mrs. Jessie 
Glover, Route 1, Columbia, S. C. 

4 REVIVAL 

PHOENIX, Ariz.—We have just en- 
joyed a great revival here, with Broth- 
er Ralph Acridge as evangelist. Broth- 
er Acridge truly is a straightforwa, 
Church of God preacher. 0 

We, of East Washington Stree 
church, feel that we could not have 
secured a better evangelist than 
Brother Acridge. There were ten saved 
and several sanctified and filled with 
the Holy Ghost. The church was great- 
ly blessed. Four were baptized in 
water. 

God wonderfully blessed us in every 
service. Our Sunday School and all de- 
partments of the church were blessed. 
—H. L. Diffie, pastor, Rt. 9, Box 427-E. 





Some people know how to make a 
living, but don’t know how to live. 





Get the tools ready; God will find 
thee work.—Browning. 
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TIDAL-WAVE TEST AND PROVING 
GROUND 
(Continued from page 7) 
nacle (said David) shall he hide me; 
he shall set me up upon a ROCK.” 
Hallelujah to the Lamb of God! Let 
us go down to the rock and build. How 
many times have you stopped above 
the rock and built, just to receive 
grief and disappointment, thinking 
perhaps the storm wouldn’t amount to 
that much, that the waves would not 
reach in quite so far as to your house? 
But the fact is, the waves of vehement 
threat and destruction reach to every 
man’s house; it makes no difference 
where you build, you never get away 
from the ocean’s bed. One is always 
near enough to death’s stream to taste 
life’s tragedy. 

But, we can build anywhere, and be 
safe, if we dig down to the ROCK. You 
can erect your house any place along 
the ocean, if you first dig down to that 


rock. The rock is there, just under 
your present foundation, perhaps. 
Look again at the great mass of con- 
crete supporting the bridge as you 
drive across your next river. You, of 
course, know that the reason the 
bridge stands the river’s normal flow 
toward the sea, and even all the 
floods of high water, is because the 
deep-rooted pillars are just as deep 
in the river-bed as they are above the 
water’s surface, and oftentimes deep- 
er. They are excavated down, down to 
rock foundation. And still the secret 
is this: not only is the concrete poured 
upon the rock foundation, but it is 
poured into it. The rock is roughened 
up on its surface, to the extent that 
it receives the concrete, thereby the 
concrete becomes part of the rock, by 
the assimilation of both materials. No 
wonder it stands in the middie of the 
river. It is one piece of rock; yea, it is 
one rock. Then, it is no marvel that 


our house stands when, though the 
floods of wickedness come, and they 
do come, and shall come, says our text. 
But, the house stands. We stand be- 
cause we become part of the Rock, the 
Foundation, and shall not be moved. 
“Yes, we become one rock in Christ. 
Then the simple truth is, as Christ 
stands so do we stand, John 17:17-22, 
for we are made one in Him. 

Isa. 28:16, “Therefore thus saith the 
Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone (Rock), a _ tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation.” Matt. 16:18, 19, “And up- 
on this ROCK I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against it.” 1 Cor. 10:4, “And did 
all drink the same spiritual drink: for 
they drank of that spiritual Rock that 
followed them: and that Rock was 
Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:9, 10, “For we are 
labourers together with God: ye are 

(Continued on page 14) 








SUNDAY SCHOOL AT SWEETWATER, TENNESSEE 














This is a picture of the Church of God Sunday School at Sweetwater, Tennessee. 
Every department of the church is moving along fine. They now have a Sunday morning radio broadcast directly 
The tall man on the left, in light suit, is the 


picture was made. 


from the church, over WLAR, 1450 on the dial, 9:00-9:30 daylight saving time. 


pastor, Rey. Clyde H. Caraway. 
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REWVEVAES 





SLOATSBURG, N. Y.—The Lord has 
been very good to us here. He has 
been blessing in a marvelous way. We 
have just closed a seven weeks’ revival 
service—three weeks in Newark, N. J., 
Church of God. There was a good at- 
tendance, with some seeking God at 
the altar. The evangelist was Sister 
Betty Endersly, an excellent speaker 
and worker. 

At the close of services in Newark, 
N. J., Sister Betty came to Sloatsburg, 
N. Y. During the four weeks of serv- 
ice, seven souls have found Christ and 
one has been sanctified. 

My brother and his wife who are 
pastoring the church in New Britain, 
Conn., visited the services here for 
two nights, and during their visit, an 
opportunity presented itself for us to 
visit a home of sickness. A young 
girl hadn’t been out of bed in three 
months, unable to walk because of 
rheumatic fever. But God heard 
prayer. By faith, this young girl 
whose name is Virginia De Groat, be- 
lieved God, and praise Him, she got 
out of bed, and began to walk—healed 
instantly. The father, mother and 
brother began to cry out to God for 
salvation. It was like old times when 
the glory of God was witnessed in 
healing so many times. The neighbor- 
hood where this family lives is much 
moved by this miracle of healing. 
It thrills my entire being when God 
moves so gloriously. We have to de- 
pend on God to really help us in these 
missionary states as our church is 
just beginning to get a start and there 
are so many things to contend with, 
but we’re believing God for a church 
like the first church, with the gifts in 
operation and a great love in our 
hearts one for the other. I believe if 
we hold on to God, He will let us rise 
with the glory of Himself upon us, 
and grant to us favor with Him and 
people, that many churches will be 
established in these states. If any 
minister, who has the love of the gos- 
pel in his heart, wants to pioneer new 
fields and is not afraid of suffering, 
come this way, you will find places 
that are needing such a gospel. We 
trust that you will pray for our 
churches here, that God will give suc- 
cess. 

I had the privilege of being with 
Brother J. B. Camp, who was overseer 
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of New York up to the last Assembly, 
and enjoyed it very much. Now 
Brother C. H. Blankenship is our over- 
seer here, and I enjoy his fellowship. 
I am praying God to help me to hold 
his hands up in prayer, and in doing 
my part as a Christian and minister, 
that God can grant success and pros- 
perity. 

I covet your prayers for the spread- 
ing of the gospel.—William E. Burkes, 
pastor. 

WARRIOR, Ala—We have _ just 
closed a revival meeting at the Coal- 
dale Church of God, Rt. 1, with 
Brother R. L. Tyler doing the preach- 
ing. The altar filled with seekers and 
the power of God was in our midst. 
Twenty-five reported praying through 
to the blessing of the Holy Ghost, 
fifteen were added to the church, and 
twenty baptized in water. 

We are locking for still greater 
things ahead. The saints have been 
greatly blessed, for God is with us. 
Pray for our new converts, that God 
will keep His protecting arm around 
them.—J. D. Manning, pastor, Rt. 1. 

UVALDA, Ga.—We closed a revival 
Sunday night, May 5, with Brother 
Stewart Isom, Baxley, Ga., as our 
evangelist. Two were saved and one 
sanctified. I have been pastor here 
for one month, and ask you to pray 
for me as this is my first pastoral 
work.—Rev. H. A. Wingate, Rt. 2. 

We recently had a very successful 
revival at the Missionary Ridge Church 
of God, with Brother C. B. Godsey, 
evangelist. The Spirit of God was 
manifest from the beginning. We had 
good crowds every night. One out- 
standing thing in his revival was the 
freedom the saints had in the Holy 
Ghost. There were thirteen saved, 
nine sanctified, fourteen filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and five added to the 
church. We thank the Lord for this 
revival and pray that God will bless 
Brother and Sister Godsey wherever 
they go.—Rev. T. L. Phillips, pastor; 
Mrs. C. B. Donahue, clerk. 

Rev. C. B. Godsey conducted a re- 
vival here at the Alton Park Church 
of God. Large crowds attended and 
good interest was shown throughout 


the entire revival. There were twenty- 
four saved, sixteen sanctified, twenty- 
three filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
thirteen added to the church. We have 
been greatly blessed by Brother and 


Sister Godsey’s coming to our church. 


They are loved by young and old alike. 
I’m sure they will prove a blessing 
wherever they go. Pray for us at 
Alton Park and may God bless every 
one who reads this.—Rev. J. D. Smith, 
pastor; O. F. Burkhart, clerk. 
JACKSONVILLE 6, Fla.—Dear Evan- 
gel Readers, greetings in Jesus’ name. 
I want to tell you about the revival 
we are in with Brother Walter Skutar. 
We are near the end of the fifth week 
and one hundred and fifty-three have 


been reported saved, forty sanctiie@® 


forty-four filled with the Holy Ghos 
thirty-one baptized in water, and 
forty-six added to the church. 

The Lord hath done great things 
for us, whereof we are glad. The end 
is not yet. Brother Skutar was sched- 
uled to go somewhere else, but can- 
not close this revival. 

We can never praise the Lord enough 
for His blessings. It truly pays to pray 
and hold on to God. Five have been 
saved in their seats, without going to 
the altar, some in the very back of 
the church. Some prayed through 
to the Holy Ghost at home. 

Pray for us, that we will keep the 
victory in the church that we now 
have. 

We also thank God for our pastor, 
Brother L. R. Alderman. He believes 
in letting the Holy Ghost have His 
way. 

God bless every one is my prayer.— 
Mrs. G. J. Thomas, 1212 Joseph St. 


BIG SPRING, Tex.—The sentime 
of the Big Spring church during t 
revival weeks can best be expressed in 
the words of the Psalmist David, “I 
was glad when they said unto me, Let 
us go unto the house of the Lord.” 

A number of souls prayed through 
to victory. It would be humanly im- 
possible for any one to place an esti- 
mate on that accomplished during the 
revival. Time and eternity cannot 
erase the impression left on the 
hearts and minds of believers by the 
dynamic, yet simple, delivery of the 
principies of Christian living, by our 
evangelist, Brother Ayers. Our hearts 
were inspired and our determination 
was renewed to press on to greater 
and more glorious victories in the 
name of Him who hath redeemed us. 
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Asheville, N. C., District 
Convention 

The Asheville, N. C., district conven- 
tion convened at Biltmore, N. C., May 
17, 18, with Rev. J. R. and Sister 
Lindsey acting as host pastor for this 
convention; Rev. P. W. Chesser, dis- 
trict overseer; and Rev. R. P. Johnson, 
state overseer. The Lindseys really did 
their best to make every one welcome, 
as did Rev. Chesser. The convention 
started off fine, great power in sing- 
ing was enjoyed. An offering for the 

phanage was taken in this service, 

e amount being over $90. This serv- 
ice was visited by Rev. H. E. Stone 
and his wife, and their singing was 
enjoyed. Rev. Westmoreland, overseer 
of Canton, N. C., district, was with us 
for this service. 

Saturday morning we had a great 
service, one of the best. Saturday 
afternoon was given to the report of 
the churches. Every report was good. 

The convention closed Saturday 
night with a good offering for mis- 
sions and many in the altar seeking 
God. 

Long will live the good felt and 
done in this great feast—Rev. (Mrs.) 
Dixie Chambers, Box 301, Black Moun- 
tain, N. C. 

North Woodville, Mich., District 

Convention 


The North Woodville, Mich., district 
convention convened at the new 
Church of God in Big Rapids, May 
17-19. Surely the Spirit and presence 

God was with us from the first 
ng to the benediction. Brother More- 
head, our state overseer, and his 
family, and Brother Ralph Day, our 
state superintendent, were with us for 
the convention. Brother G. F. Crank, 
the district pastor, was in charge of 
the convention, with a well-arranged 
program. Each pastor on the district 
was present with a good report of 
his work and each one seemed to 
be at his best as he spoke. Brother 
Glenn Maguire gave the welcome 
address, after which Brother C. M. 
Dunn, the pastor of Muskegon, 
brought the message of the evening. 

Saturday morning, a fine message 
was brought by a visiting minister, 
Brother Bergler, who, last year, was 
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working in Indiana. In the afternoon, 
Brother Gerald Van Houten, the dis- 
trict Y.P.E. superintendent, brought a 
message, followed by Brother A. L. 
Cross, of North Woodville. The serv- 
ice closed with a fine healing service. 
In the evening, there was a number 
of special songs followed by a message 
by the pastor at White Cloud, Brother 
John Page. 

Sunday morning, Brother Ralph 
Day, Y.P.E. superintendent of the 
state, brought a fine message, fol- 
lowed by Sister Mary Wilson, an evan- 
gelist of Kentucky, who has been do- 
ing some wonderful work on this dis- 
trict for Christ. Sunday afternoon, 
Sister Morehead, president of the 
L.W.W.B., made a fine talk and the 
different local presidents reported. 
This is the only district in the State 
that is one hundred per cent organ- 
ized for the L.W.W.B. The bands on 
this district are doing a good work 
for the church. The churches then 
reported for missions, with each 
church having a fine offering. The 
White Cloud church led, with an of- 
fering of $180. The total mission of- 
fering was $501, over $150 over last 
year. Brother Morehead then brought 
the closing message of the convention. 
God anointed this message and it was 
a great blessing and inspiration to all. 

This was one of the best conven- 
tions on this district, and its bless- 
ings and influence will long remain 
with everyone—Miss Armeline N. 
Cousineau, clerk, 120 S. Warren Ave., 
Big Rapids, Mich. 


Midvale District Sunday School 
and Y.P.E. 


The Midvale district Sunday School 
and Y.P.E. held their rally May 13. 
The rally was called to order by our 
local pastor, who is also district S. S. 
and Y.P.E. superintendent. Our dis- 
trict pastor, Rev. A. E. Renicker, led 
the group in singing. Charles Gribble, 
mayor of Midvale, gave a very inter- 
esting talk to the young people of the 
church, which was enjoyed by the 
older people as well. We appreciate 
our Christian mayor. 

Special songs were rendered by Sis- 
ter Ruth Renicker and Sister Mary 
Newton, also the two children of Mr. 


and Mrs. J. A. Stephens. 

The following churches were repre- 
sented and given fifteen minutes for 
their program: Uhrichsville, Ohio, 
Rev. Hathcock; West Chester, Rev. 
Dorothy Renicker; Dundee, Rev. 
Ruth Frey, pastor. 

The pictures of the orphanage were 
shown, which was a blessing to all 
of us. 

Pray for us at Midvale. We are half 
way between Uhrichsville and New 
Philadelphia, on Route 250, and will 
be glad to have you.—Jennie R. Ely. 


Carrollton, Ga., District Youth 
Convention 


In our youth convention, we really 
did have a good time. The Lord met 
with us in a mighty way. We were 
happy to have with us Brother Ball, 
our district pastor, and Brother Little, 
our state superintendent. We had 
good reports from all our Sunday 
Schools and Y.P.E.’s over the district. 
Getting through early, we devoted a 
while to the youth for testimonies. 
The Lord took the rest of the service; 
the Holy Ghost made a sweet altar 
call. Ten came and lined the altar 
seeking different experiences. The 
presence of the Lord was with us so 
strong at times that you could almost 
touch Him. Praise the Lord, it was a 
great time! We ate supper together 
just outside the church. 

Brother Little made a wonderful 
talk to our youth about our orphan- 
age, Sunday School and Y.P.E. Then 
we had another wonderful altar serv- 
ice. It was a wonderful convention. 
Please pray for this district—Harold 
Meachan, Carrollton district superin- 
tendent, 172 Jefferson St., Newnan, 
Ga. 





REVIVAL 


FERRELLSBURG, W. Va.—We had a 
wonderful revival at Ferrellsburg, W. 
Va. In three weeks, there were seven 
saved, seven sanctified, nine baptized 
in water, and seven added to the 
church. We had the Lord’s supper and 
feet washing at the close of the re- 
vival. Sister Jessie Mae Rose did the 
preaching. The message was delivered 
every night with the power of the 
Holy Ghost. Sister Rose is a live wire 
in the house of the Lord. The church 
was wonderfully inspired through her 
messages. Brother and Sister Rose are 
true children of God. May God con- 
tinue to bless them in their work for 
Him.—Rev. G. H. Brewster. 


[Page 13] 











Dequests for Prayer 


PRAY FOR: 


God to undertake for our home. En- 
couragement appreciated.—Mrs. R. V. 
Childers, Rt. 1, Cherry Valley, Ark. 

The healing of my mother, she really 
needs help from the Lord.—Mrs. Levi 
Smith. 

My home and me; my husband to 
be saved and healed of stomach trou- 
ble; my niece and sister-in-law to be 
healed.—Mrs. Paul Pitts, Rt. 1, Moul- 
trie, Ga. 

The Lord to undertake for some spe- 
cial requests. He knows the need.— 
J. A. Haney, Belmont, N. C. 

The healing of my body of a bad 
nervous condition; my brothers who 
were in a mine accident and were 
badly injured; my daddy and other 


brothers.— Eleanor Murray, Rt. 2, 
Meyersdale, Pa. 
The healing of my body; God to 


undertake for my sons. Encourage- 
ment appreciated.—Mrs. Pearl Coffey, 
Eli, Ky. 

God to completely heal our baby.— 
Mrs. Stonewall Brigman, Rt. 1, Hamer, 
S. C. 

The Lord to heal Mrs. Hugh Saylors, 
Hartwell, Ga. — Myrtle Whitehead, 
Hartwell, Ga. 

The healing of my sister, Mrs. Sel- 
man, who had a brain operation sev- 
eral weeks ago, and is very weak and 
seems to be going down fast.—Irvine 
Sims, Kimberly, Ala. 

Mrs. Harpster who has had a stroke 
of paralysis—Member of the Church 
of God, Juniata, Pa. 

My dad, he has a cancer on his ear 
and it has just about eaten to his 
brain. He is unsaved.—Rev. Fannie 
Robinson, Rt. 1, Grand Saline, Tex. 

God to heal my body.—William F. 
White, Clifton, S. C. 

The Lord to heal me of goiter.—Mrs. 
Paul Varner, Box 465, Davis, W. Va. 

God to heal me of cancer. Encour- 
agement appreciated.— Mrs. Martha 
Sutherland, Rt. 2, Hartselle, Ala. 

The healing of my body.—Mrs. Can- 
nie Casey, 112 E. Peyton Ave., Kinston, 
N.C. 

The Lord to heal my son of trench 
mouth, he is with the 6th Army in Yo- 
kohama, Japan; Dean Landers to be 
healed of a nose trouble—Mrs. Leo 
Landers, Rt. 1, Ft. Gibson, Okla. 

My healing, the healing of my 
daughter and daughter-in-law.—Mrs. 
Nancy V. Taylor, Brownfield, Tex. 

God to heal Rosa Mae Reid of heart 
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dropsy.—Rev. W. Reid, New Trenton, 
Ind. 

The healing of my grandson of some 
trouble with one of his legs; he is un- 
saved.—Mrs. James Masterson, 348 E. 
Walnut St., Albion, IIl. 

The healing of my body of high blood 
pressure and nervousness.—Mrs. Anna 
Poole, 3635 Park Ave., Catlettsburg, Ky. 

The saving and healing of Ten- 
nessee Curry, 2-D Room 215, Pinecrest 
Sanitorium, Beckley, W. Va., of T.B., 
she has it in both lungs and her 
throat, she is an orphan and would 
appreciate encouragement. 

Sister Janie Lucas, Ward 3, Sani- 
torium, N. C., to be healed of T.B. En- 
couragement appreciated.—Mrs. Katie 
Bass, Fayetteville, N. C. 

The healing of my body. I am and 
have been afflicted for the past four 
years with Parkerson disease. I am 
almost helpless. I quit taking medi- 
cine and am trusting the Lord. En- 
couragement appreciated——Manzo E. 
Machlan, 222 W. 8th St., Bristow, Okla. 


RELIGION AND THE WORLD 
A Difficulty 
(Continued from page 4) 

had in mind in Mark 16:17. After all, 
it is quite clear that the disciples were 
saved before the day of Pentecost; 
therefore, receiving the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost is something more than 
conversion. See Luke 9:1-2; and John 
17:17, where our Lord prayed for 
these, along with all others, to be 
sanctified, only later to tell them 
to do another wonderful thing, i. e., to 
“tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, un- 
til ye be endued with power from 
on high,” Luke 24:49. 


GIVING 
(Continued from page 9) 
“I could give $100 and not have to 
sacrifice. If I give $500, I will have to 
sacrifice.” He also gave $64 again this 
year for his birthday orphanage offer- 
ing, instead of the usual 64c. 

I wonder how many others sacri- 
fice to give to God’s cause as Brother 
Harper, and the Leadwood church. 
They have pledged over $2,000. Good 
offerings like these help us to keep our 
work going over the State and in the 
foreign fields—G. R. Watson, Over- 
seer. 


RELIGION IN THESE UNITED 
STATES 











(Continued from page 6) 
ican home, though outwardly quite 
religious in profession, is losing its 
devotion unto God and family as a 





sacred trust from God. To celebrate 
our freedom over Britain may have 
been and continues to be a thing de- 
Sirable within itself. Freedom from 
sin and its judgment is a thing much 
more to be desired. Unless we can 
maintain our spiritual freedom in de- 
feating anti-Christian influences and 
moral retrograde, the next few years 
will have a tragic ending, of which 
present revelings and sins have a dis- 
mal foreboding. 





TIDAL-WAVE TEST AND 
PROVING GROUND 
(Continued from page 11) 

God’s husbandry, ye are God’s build- 
ing. According to the grace of God 
which is given unto me, as a wise mas- 
terbuilder, I have laid the foundation 
and another buildeth thereon. But @ 
every man take heed HOW he buil 
eth THEREUPON,” showing us that 
we do build upon another foundation, 
our own foundation. We particularly 
build our foundation upon another 
foundation. Verse 11, “For other foun- 
dation can no man lay than that is 

laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

But let us hurry back now to where 
the two men are at work, and see how 
they are getting along—digging. What 
do we see now, since we left and re- 
turned? One man has already finished 
his job. He really went at the thing. 
Let us look over his work and see just 
what he has done, or shall we say, has 
NOT done? He has finished his foun- 
dation and built his house; but, on 
investigation, we see immediately that 
in anything resembling a terrific 
storm, its safety would be questionable. 
Instead of going down deep, this first 
man used only blocks of wood, and 
they are sitting on top of the soil. 
While we are critical of this man’s 
foundation, we examine farther, the 
house itself seems to be a very ; 
building; but we conclude that t 
house is only of short duration, due to 
the fact that its foundation is very, 
very poorly planned. Such a pity, too, 
we say, as we walk toward the other 
man, on having learned from the 
weather man that a storm is on its way 
to this vicinity. 

We walk toward the other man’s 
site, there is nothing to indicate any 
building boom. We see no building be- 
ing erected, not even any material. We 
do not even see the man. On nearing 
the place, we notice what seems to be 
soil, finding its way out over a mound 
of earth. Yes, indeed, this man is still 
digging. He is using that spade with 
all the strength given him. He is driv- Ee) 
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ing that shovel deep, hurrying down 
to the rock. As we watch him dig, he 
gives us very little concern. Though, 
as we make our presence known to 
him, he smiles up, questioningly. As 
he labors on, our attention is drawn 
to a pad and pencil near him, on 
which he has apparently been making 
notes. We feel a little imposing as we 
ask if we might read his notes? He 
smiles assenti/ he swings himself 
into position t ch the pad, pitching 
it up to us, without losing a stroke 
downward with his spade. This is what 
meets our eyes: His words, “It is not 
far to rock, can’t be. For the first 
day’s work (digging), God saved me. 
Peace came into my heart. For the 
second day’s digging, Jesus sanctified 
me with His precious blood, giving me 


@ joy and happiness for having 
lo 


ntinued to DIG, and not quitting. 
The third day’s work brought me down 
in humble spirit to the presence of the 
Holy Ghost, and He came into my 
heart to stay. Hallelujah! Now I’m 
digging because I have received more 
strength to help me reach the Rock, 
for on the Rock is faith, power, love, 
assurance, confidence, certainty, grace, 
peace in time of storm and world trou- 
ble, and there is trouble ahead.” 

Psa. 22:11, “Be not far from me; for 
trouble is near.” Prov. 18:10, “The 
name of the Lord is a strong tower: 
the righteous runneth into it, and are 
safe.” 2 Tim. 2:19, “Nevertheless the 
foundation of God standeth sure.” 
Brethren, let us dig to the Rock. No, 
it is quite evident that we have not as 
yet digged deep enough. 

The first man’s house began to tum- 
ble when the wind from the sea of 
trouble first hit. Imaginations and 
questions arose in his heart as the 
wind and rain grew stronger, and 


rce, sweeping away all hope, we find 

im on the way to the hospital, etc. 

But the other man as_ we look 
through the window at him during 
the storm, having digged deep and 
built upon the ROCK, is sitting as 
peacefully and quietly as a little child 
who knows no danger in father’s big 
house. 

“And great was the fall of it.” This 
first man’s house fell and not only al- 
most ruined him, personally, but did 
absolutely ruin many others, and eter- 
nally ruined them. While we may be 
saved ourselves, by stirring up lively 
hope again and gripping God’s hand 
for a comeback, our ruinous house’s 
falling will be the only site that our 
lookers-on can ever see, and eventual- 
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ly they turn away disgusted and dis- 
illusioned and are lost—die and go to 
hell, just because we quit digging be- 
fore we hit Rock. The house fell; fell 
from faith; fell from steadfastness; 
fell from its claim, from its testimony. 
“Thou hast professed a good profes- 
sion before many witnesses.” This oth- 
er brother consecrated till he knew 
Christ, as Paul in Phil. 3:10, “That I 
may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
suffering, being made conformable un- 
to his death.” “For unto you it is giv- 
en (Brother Minister) in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but 
also to suffer for his sake,” Phil. 1:29. 


If we cannot, for Christ’s sake, be 
steadfast in the face of lookers-on 
here in a peaceful and quiet life, how 
shall we stand in the face of spiritual 
opposition which will surely make its 
bow to us in the very near future? 
Our text declares it shall come, and 
before the rapture redeems us from 
the earth; but when the enemy shall 
come in as a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him. Isa. 59:19. Now the Lord is seek- 
ing out material, those whom He can 
present as STANDARD-bearers. Yes, 
brethren, we are headed for 
storms and trouble, in a _ troubled 
world, so you may as well brand your- 
self now a standard-bearer for the 
Lord or a flop. Which? Which shall 
it be? It can far more easily be a suc- 
cess for God, simply by digging deep- 
er. There is, in fact, no alternative. It 
is down, down to the Rock and upon 
it, or it is ruin and ruinous. The con- 
crete fact concerning this whole struc- 
ture lesson is: The Church of God 
needs the gifts that are in the Church 
to be made to germinate and burst 
forth as plants bearing fruit, that the 
faith of our people should not stand 
in the wisdom of men, BUT IN THE 
POWER OF GOD. 1 Cor. 2:5, who shall 
present their house (temple) for God 
to work through. He whose house is 
built upon the Rock is he who is the 
called. Are you called, Brother? 1 Cor. 
1:6, 7. To the called: “Even as the 
testimony of Christ was confirmed in 
you: so that ye come behind in no 
gift; waiting for the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:4-10, 
“Whereby are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious promises: ... And 
beside this, giving all diligence, add 
to your faith virtue; and to virtue 
knowledge; and to knowledge temper- 
ance, and to temperance patience; 
and to patience godliness; and to god- 
liness brotherly kindness; and to 


brotherly kindness charity (which 
never faileth).” 1 Cor. 13:8. If these 
things be in you, and abound, ye shall 
never be barren nor unfruitful, for if 
ye do these things ye shall never fall: 
but if ye lack these things, ye are 
blind. 1 Cor. 8:2, “He knoweth nothing 
yet as ye ought to know.” What a chal- 
lenge to us! God help us. 


REVIVALS 

FAIR PLAY, S. C.—The Lord surely 
is blessing here at Fair Play. We have 
just closed a week’s revival. Brothers 
Edd and Belton Stancil did the preach- 
ing. Nine were saved, three sanctified, 
two filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Brothers Edd and Belton are broth- 
ers and are young boys. Both have 
been overseas, and have been dis- 
charged. Wonderful work is being 
done by them.—Mrs. Thelma Woods, 
clerk. 





PAINT ROCK, N. C.—Dear Evangel 
Readers, we have just closed a revival 
here at the church at Tennelina, N. C., 
with Rev. Truett Presley and wife in 
charge. Ten were saved and two sanc- 
tified. One man that was saved is 
about seventy-three years old. We ap- 
preciate this man of God who will 
preach the Word. This is the best re- 
vival the church has known for years. 
—Mrs. C. G. Ricker. 





BLACKBOARDS 


Size 24x36 inches, oak frame, 
anchors for hanging. The very 
thing you have been waiting for. 3 
Postpaid. Price, $4.50. 


Order of 4 
Church of God Pub. House 


Cleveland, Tennessee 
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INSPIRATION PORTRAIT | 


One hand-printed picture of 
Christ, 33x44 inches, oval gold- 
leaf frame, with lights for night 
display. Close-out price, $70. 

One large oval, gold frame, 
14x20 inches. Regular price, 
$17.50; close-out price, $11. ’ 

Also, a limited amount of un- 
framed inspiration portraits of 
Christ, size 14x20 inches. Regu- 
larly price, $2.00; close-out price, 
while they last, $1.00 each. 


Order of 
Church of God Pub. House 


Cleveland, Tennessee ; 
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